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Columbus, OH 43221

Dear Pete,

This is a report on wind observations at the 1996 Crescent City
Classic 10K Road Race in New Orleans, LA on 6 April 1996. The

§ course is a flat, point-to-point configuration with the start

* and finish about 7 kilometers apart. The elevations at the start and
finish are the same. The course, which starts in the French Quarter,
flows southwest, west, and northwest until it reaches Audubon Park
and with about a mile to go, makes a counterclockwise loop, finishing
facing east.

temperature of 50 degrees F, cloudy skies, wind from the north at 13
MPH, 96% humidity, and a slight chance of showers. By race time (9AM)
the conditions were about the same and winds were gusting and swirling

‘ lightly at an estimated 5-10 MPH. There was intermittent light rain
during the race. .

L\ The National Weather Service report at 6:00 AM on race day reported a

| I placed helium-filled balloons on street sign poles and other objects
along the course. While mounting the balloons along the course, I
accidently locked myself out of the rental vehicle and it took me

two hours to find a locksmith to unlock the car. Despite that problem
there were more balloons mounted along the course than in previous years.
I rode on the press truck and photographed the position of the balloons
and other flags and banners, using a camera with telephoto lens. Only
two balloons were mounted on the loop in the park due to a lack of
poles to tie the balloons to. However, there were enough on the course
to clearly show the effects of the wind gusting lightly, predominantly
in a southerly direction. I have included photos which show there was
no significant tailwind assisting the runners for 50% or more of the
course distance. There are six more photos which support this
conclusion but were not included due to lack of identification of

their location.

Again there were a few lessons learned in the deployment of the
balloons. This year I went back to the smaller size balloon because
they were cheaper and easier to tie. Also one could fill more balloons
from the one gallon capacity of a small helium tank. Not as many
balloons were lost as last year. The smaller ones are less obvious to
. people and thus less likely to be taken. Also, a stepladder was used
to mount the balloons, which put them out of reach of most people.
Orange colored balloons are definitely easier to spot and photograph.




In my opinion, the winds provided insignificant advantage to the
runners in the 1996 Crescent City Classic 10K Road Race. In addition,
I can verify the race was run on the race course as it was originally
measured and certified. The wind and race path observations should
support any pending record performances.

Sincerely,

B. Nicoll
Chair East
Running Technical Council

Copy: Mac DeVaughn, Neil MacDonald,
Ryan Lamppa, Mike Wickiser
George Regan
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Certificate .

. \)rannz!qn Courae,
Name of te course CRESCENT _Ci1Y Crassic

Advertised di {e X4
Location: (state) LA (city) —New Oreeans 3%%..8.: Px.
Type of eourse: {loop (ma.), pU/pK. outback, kry boke] P OWY = 70 ~ Pousy
Type of surface:. paved 100 % dint % gared % pa___ %
Type of course: 3&8@ ndlBEluD n._wxuconD ED
Type ol teminc flat O rolting (1 witly [ wocal elimt___~ O (optional)
Straight lise distance between the stirt and Finish T KM
Altitude: (metery/fect above sealevel) Sart_2 FY __Highes___ 2 Lowest____ 3 Finish__3

Measured by: (name, sddress, & phooe) PETE Biecer — Kew Lovze - Pewey Durreng
Riceer: G14-451- 5617

ADDELCSS BELOW

Measuring Methods:  bicycle @ walking wheel G steel tape D electronic meter (EDM) D
Number of messurements of the entire courses ____ 3 Date{s) when course was measured: E
Race date (if applicable) 2O MAx 85 Date when course paperwork. sent for evaluation, was postmarked: h\PIIIn
Stated distance of the course (inchding .1% safety facior) 10010 _mexees
RWGE. VOO0
Cenificstion Code: LA 85014 PR

g WOTLE 10016
Be It Qfficially Noted That

OuFaesc 10018
Based on our examination of data provided by the above-named measurer, the course described above and in
the map attached is hereby centified 1o fulfill sational standards for accurate measurement. A copy of this
certificate should accompary race results sent 1o the National Running Data Center, P.O. Box 42888, Tucson
AZ 85733, Il any changes are made to the course, this certification is voud until the change is measured and
data submitted for recertification.

Difference between loagest and shortest

Validation of Course — In the cvent a National Open Record is set on this course, or at the discretion of
TAC, a vabdation remeasarement may be required. to be performed by a member of the Road Running
Technical Committee. Such a remessurement must show the course 10 be af leass the advertised race distance
in order [or the record to be accepted and centification o remain in effect

R k NM NATIONALLY CERTIFIED BY:

Peter S. Riegel 3354 Kirkhaa Road
Vice—chairsan, RRTC, ._.Dn Columbus, OH 43221

Date: Nﬁ 3nis

As Authorized by Ted Corbict,
National Chairmen

LA 8435 PR RETAINS CERTIFICATION.
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MEABURED FOINTS

START = On the 400 black of Decatur street, eoven .
of Jackson Brewery Bbullding, ot light pole #24

1 MILE - 14 ¢t toward Camp St from the Caep St si:
building at S18 Julia St.

. 2 AILE - On Prytanis St, 40 ft "beck”™ from the “b.

Josephine St.

T MILE - On Prytanta St, 22 ft “out® froa the "ou:
white building supporting the crossover walkway s
Intirssry q

S KM ~ On Prytania St, 13 ft "eut” fros “out” g

4 NILE - On Prytania St, 2 It "back® ¢rom “back” .
basin across froa 5014 Prytanis St.

S NILE - In Audubon Park, 43 2 “out® from Lightp:
& MILE - In Audubon Park, 180 ft "oyt from Light:

"FASY" FINISH - In Audubon Park, 2.3 feet “out= -
Farcourve asrber adtecent te Mogazine St. Also 1<
Lightpole 94,

“SLOW" FINISH = On River Dr, 11t ft "out" froms "o
first catch basin “out® fros Magarine St.

Motes *Out™ ssans In dirsction of running,
“Back® asans reversy direction, towar:

ROUTE DEXCRIPTION

From START, procesd on Decatur St. Continue on N f
right, tontinuing on Tehouwitoulass. Turn right on
teft on Cemp St. Pear right to pass under the Mist
Bridge approach ramp on Prytanias St. Follow Pryte
past ¢ ailes, take & Sharp right on Joseph St, fc!
(emediste left dack onto Prytanis. Follow to Audut
ontrance, Passing between the steel gateposts ang
paved surfece tn park. Follow the park path to the
finish, Fast runners will Bear left after & ailes
Stower runners will Leep right after & atles, cros
and proceed to SLOM FINISH, Munners asy use the o
Just 30 they resain betwsen curts where turbed, ar
where not curbed.



In first half mile on N. Peters.
Balloon nearly straight up.
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At 1 mile on Julia proceeding north. Balloon
facing north and favoring runners.

At 1.5 miles Coors Light banner is inflated,
shows wind favoring runners.
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At 2.3 miles Coke banner shows no inflation.



At 4 miles Times Picayune banner shows little inflation.
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At 3 miles Southwest Airlines banner is lightly
inflated, favoring runners.



At 4.6 miles at Eleanore balloon shows wind
blowing lightly to south.

AF 5.1 miles in Audubon Park headed north. Balloon reflects
light wind to east.



